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Europe (23.4 %) and Latin
America (23%). With its vast
grazing lands, Australia contin-
ues to account for the largest
certified organic surface area,
with 12 million hectares, fol-
lowed by Argentina (4 million
hectares), and China (1.9 mil-
lion hectares). The global mar-
ket for organic products
reached a value of over $50 bil-
lion in 2008, with the vast
majority of products being
consumed in North America
and Europe, according to
Organic Monitor. �

USDA survey
finds organic
agriculture
thriving

A
ccording to an extensive
survey on organic produc-
tion in the US, organic
farming is a growing busi-

ness, with Wisconsin, Min-
nesota and Iowa topping the
list for total organic acres.

Out of 29,000 surveys, more
than 25,000 were returned and
12,600 of these were from
active organic farms. The full
331-page document can be
found at

http://www.agcensus.usda.g
ov/Publications/2007/Online_
Highlights/Organics/. 

Overall organic acreage in
the US in 2008 was 4 million
acres, about 4 tenths of a per-
cent of the total farmland in
the US. Wisconsin has 195,603
organic acres, Minnesota has
122,428, and Iowa has 94,568. 

Nationwide, two-thirds of
the organic farms sell more
than 75% of their production
as organic with 70% of these
sales between 75%-100% sold
on production contracts. 

Of the farms that are cur-
rently organic, 69% nation-
wide have been organic for
more than 10 years.

Organic farmers are opti-
mistic about the future, with

37% looking to increase their
organic production, 41% plan-
ning to maintain and only 4%
looking to decrease produc-
tion; only 2.4% are discontinu-
ing organic production alto-
gether.

A total of 392,296 crop and
pasture acres were in transition
to organic in 2008. �

World’s
largest natural
and organic
products
tradeshow
sets record
attendance

T
he recession has not
dampened the enthusi-
asm of organic food sup-
porters, who boosted

attendance at two major
organic and natural product
tradeshows, Natural Prod-
ucts Expo West and BioFach. 

Natural Products Expo
West/SupplyExpo celebrated
its 30th anniversary, March
11-14, 2010, at the Anaheim
Convention Center in Cali-
fornia. The event drew a
record crowd of nearly
56,000 from across the
industry, indicating a healthy
market outlook for growth. 

Nutrition industry sales
totaled approximately $110
billion in the US in 2009, up
$10 billion from 2008,
according to Nutrition Busi-
ness Journal. “While the
economy recovers, the natu-
ral and organic industry con-
tinues to grow,” said Adam
Andersen, show manager for
Natural Products Expo
West.

In February, 43,660
organic enthusiasts attended
BioFach, the world’s largest
organic product tradeshow
in Nuremburg, Germany.
Visitors from 121 countries
attended BioFach. �

ORGANIC NEWS

Organic grows to 35 million
hectares worldwide

T
he latest statistics on organic agriculture
worldwide were presented in February at
BioFach 2010, listing total certified

organic hectares at 35 million (86.48 million
acres) as of 2008.

The Research Institute of
Organic Agriculture (FiBL)
and the International Federa-
tion of Organic Agriculture
Movements (IFOAM) com-
piled the statistics in the
book The World of Organic
Agriculture: Statistics and
Emerging Trends 2010. 

Total hectares were up 3
million from 2007, with growth
strongest in Latin America and

Europe. There are almost 1.4
million organic producers.

“That is good news,” states
Markus Arbenz, IFOAM’s
Executive Director. “The mar-
kets world-wide continue to
demand more organic produce
despite the economic turbu-
lence.”

The greatest share of the
global organic surface area is in
Oceania (34.7 %), followed by



Farmers may
sell organic
wheat to con-
ventional mar-
kets

I
n the Upper Midwest, prices
for organic grain and feed-
stuff were steady with light
demand and offerings. Feed

corn with a 54 pound or less
test weight was reported from
$4.80-$4.95/bushel. Prices for
organic feed-grade soybeans
ranged from $15.50 to $18.00
per bushel. The market for

organic wheat was slow as some
organic farmers considered sell-
ing their wheat on the conven-
tional market as the spring
planting season nears.

In the Eastern Cornbelt,
organic grain and feedstuffs
traded steady to firm with light
to moderate demand. Trading
activity was slow on lack of buy-
ing interest. 

Organic feed-grade corn
prices ranged from $5.50 to
$6.50 per bushel, while feed-
grade soybean prices ranged
from $16.25 to $18.00 per
bushel. �
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(SOURCE: US Department of Agriculture)

Jan 10 Dec 09 Jan 09 4th Qtr 2009
Food Grade Corn 8.26 8.14
Feed Grade Corn 5.45 5.34 8.52 5.44
Food Grade Soybeans 20.98 20.29 21.62 20.18
Feed Grade Soybeans 15.82 16.97 18.96 17.19
Roasted Soybeans (TON) 759.62
Soybean Meal (TON) 781.87 787.78 803.44
Feed Grade Oats 3.16 3.39 3.35
Feed Grade Barley 4.71 7.98 4.20
Food Grade Brown Flax 24.77 25.16 25.17
Food Grade Golden Flax 28.12 29.11 29.15
Food Grade Wheat (HRS) 8.82
Feed Grade Wheat (SRW) 5.32
Food Grade Wheat (HRW) 7.48 7.28
Feed Grade Wheat (HRW) 4.70 9.08 5.02
Food Grade Durum Wheat 8.92
Feed Grade Peas 9.85 9.63

Jan 10 Dec 09 Nov 09 4th Qtr 2009
Food Grade Wheat (WW) 7.31
Food Grade Wheat (SRW) 6.25 6.07 6.84
Feed Grade Wheat (SRW) 5.77 6.25 5.10 5.73           
Food Grade Yellow Corn 7.10 7.92 7.90
Food Grade Yellow Corn 6.01 6.11 6.17 6.23
Food Grade Soybeans 22.03 23.62 29.31                
Feed Grade Soybeans 16.68 16.78 16.67 17.60
Feed Grade Barley 4.38 4.41 4.05 4.29      
Soybean Meal ($/TON) 757.76 790.19 801.67 802.90
Roasted beans ($/TON) 763.70 791.17 780.59 
Feed Grade Oats 3.21 3.43 3.81 3.58     

Upper Midwest Monthly and
Quarterly Organic Prices 

Eastern Cornbelt Monthly
and Quarterly Organic Prices
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bat pink bollworm,” says G.V.
Ramanjaneyulu of the Centre
for Sustainable Agriculture. “It
is simply that as a newer prod-
uct Bollgard II will take longer
for the pest to develop resist-
ance.”

“All the hype about the

effectiveness of Bt against pests
is bogus …This proves that
you can’t stay ahead of the pest
with … this shortsighted
approach,” says Kavitha Kuru-
ganti of the Kheti Virasat Mis-
sion.
(SOURCE: The Hindu) �

Pests develop resistance to Bt
cotton in India

F
or the first time anywhere in the world,
biotech giant Monsanto has admitted that
insects have developed resistance to its Bt

genetically modified cotton. Field monitoring
in parts of the Indian state of Gujarat has dis-
covered that the Bt crop is no longer effective
against the pink bollworm pest.

There may be other prob-
lems according to GM Freeze.
The group says sucking insect
pests, which are not con-
trolled by the Bt toxins are
also increasing, that yields of
Bt cotton are reported to be
down by 8.5%, and pesticide

costs up by one third.
Monsanto is advocating that

Indian farmers switch to its sec-
ond-generation, Bollgard II, as
a solution, a move that enrages
Indian agricultural experts.

“The Bollgard II product
has no additional toxin to com-
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PR-commis-
sioned paper
falsely claims
endorsements
of rBGH

E
lanco (a subsidiary of Eli
Lilly), trying to promote
the safety of rBGH-inject-
ed cow milk, used a paper

in which eight medical and
dairy science experts falsely
claim that rBGH milk’s safety
has been endorsed by the
American Medical Association
(AMA), the American Cancer
Society (ACS), and the Ameri-
can Association of Pediatrics
(AAP).

A number of advocacy
groups have rebutted the
paper’s findings.

The paper, not peer-
reviewed, was presented at the
July 2009 joint annual meeting
of the American Dairy Science
Association and two animal
science organizations in Mon-
treal, Canada.

Oregon Physicians for
Social Responsibility says the
AMA offers no safety endorse-
ment on rBGH and actually
discourages hospitals from its
use. Similarly the ACS has no
official position. The AAP also
denied the claim: “I can con-
firm that AAP does not
endorse the safety of rBGH”
wrote a spokesperson.

Rick North of Oregon PSR
said, “The entire report is rid-
dled with similar inaccurate,
misleading claims about rBGH
itself.”

When the authors were
contacted, one was unaware of
any errors, another declined to
respond, and a third admitted
that the endorsements were
“technically untrue.” “We
counted endorsement as fail-
ure to oppose rBGH,” David
Clemmons of the University
of North Carolina said.
(SOURCE: Bioscience Resource
Project) �

GM crops
down 12% in
EU

T
he European Union saw a
12% decline in growing of
genetically modified crops
in 2009, according to an

industry report, while GM pro-
duction grew by 7% worldwide
to reach 134 million hectares
(333.5 million acres) in 25
countries.

Germany’s decision to ban
cultivation of Monsanto’s
MON810 GM corn , the only
GM crop grown in the EU,
brought the number of EU
countries growing GMOs down
to six. The report from the
International Service for the
Acquisition of Agri-biotech
Applications listed total EU
hectares down to 94,750 from
107,719 hectares in 2008. 

Globally the same six coun-
tries continue to dominate GM
cropping: US, Brazil, Argenti-
na, India, Canada and China
grew nearly 95% of all GM
crops, while the remaining pro-
duction area in 20 other coun-
tries remains low. One crop,
GM herbicide tolerant soy-
beans (mostly Monsanto’s
Roundup Ready), accounted for
52% of all GM crops.

“More than 97% of farm-
land [worldwide] is producing
non-GM food,” said PeteRiley
of GM Freeze. 
(SOURCES: Reuters, UK; The
Financial Times Limited) �

GM mint com-
ing?

W
ashington State Univer-
sity biologist Rob
Croteau is working on a
genetically modified

“super mint” plant that can
produce twice as much mint oil
as commercial varieties avail-
able today.

To compete with India and
China, where labor and land
are cheap and where pesticides

and herbicides are allowed that
are banned in the US, farmers
need this GM mint, he claims.

US mint farmers are con-
cerned about their markets, as
they watch consumers opt for
cheaper synthetic or foreign-
grown mint oil. Washington
State is the leading supplier of
natural mint oil worldwide.

Croteau hopes to have the
GM varieties ready for com-
mercial release in three to five
years.

Tim Butler, chairman of the
Oregon Essential Oil Growers
League, admitted farmers are
worried about consumer reac-
tions to GM mint. A marker
gene will likely be inserted
into GM varieties, enabling
companies to use only mint
from non-genetically modified
mint plants if they so desire,
Croteau said.
(SOURCES: Capital Press, Seattle
Post-Intelligencer) �

GM animals
could tarnish
New Zealand’s
green image

A
mid strong protests citing
unethical behavior, poten-
tial escape of genetically
modified material, and

damage to New Zealand’s
“clean” brand, the country’s
Environmental Risk Manage-
ment Authority (ERMA) is
holding hearings on applica-
tions to create genetically
modied animals.

GE-Free New Zealand
called for an immediate halt to
approval for AgResearch to mix
human DNA with embryos of
cows, sheep and goats. 

AgResearch has already cre-
ated a number of GM cows;
continued research hopes to see
the animals produce human
proteins in their milk for phar-
maceutical applications.  

Claire Bleakley, president of
GE Free New Zealand, cited
the decline in health experi-

enced by GM animals and the
lack of evidence that such
experimentation had ever been
successful. 

Meanwhile, commodity
exporters and organic farmers
voiced concern that New
Zealand’s brand could be seri-
ously harmed by the proposal.  

“All it could take is one, two,
three stories in the mainstream
media (in Europe) ... for our
markets to be damaged,” said
Phillipa Jamieson, editor of
Organic NZ magazine. 
(SOURCE: The New Zealand Her-
ald) �

UN chief says
GMOs not
solution to
food security

T
he solution to world food
security lies in “smarter
farming and production”
and helping poor and sub-

sistence farmers, said Chief
Administrator of the United
Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP) Helen Clark.
The former New Zealand
prime minister also said, “I
don’t think genetic engineering
is the solution to the food secu-
rity problem.”

On this point, she disagrees
with US Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton’s science advi-
sor Dr. Nina Federoff, who
insists that that without GE the
world would suffer future food
shortages.

Instead, Clark argued for
more funding for agriculture
that emphasized solutions to
the problems faced by poor
farmers. Public funding for
extension services and research
that improves productivity had
to increase rather than relying
upon genetically modified
organisms.

Ms. Clark’s ideas are directly
in line with last year’s report,
the International  Assessment of
Agricultural Knowledge, Sci-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 �



Farmers, consumers rally in Iowa
to “bust up big ag”

A
nkeny, Iowa was the site of the first of five
public nationwide discussions to examine
monopolies in US seed and food produc-

tion, organized by the USDA and the Depart-
ment of Justice. Led by US Attorney General
Eric Holder and Agriculture Secretary Tom
Vilsack, the agencies came together in mid-
March to uncover the facts and develop broad
policies to disallow large multinationals, such as
Monsanto, from dominating the seed business
and poultry, dairy and livestock production.

ence. His studies show that
glyphosate binds zinc, man-
ganese and other nutrients in
the soil as well as within the tar-
geted weed.

“Its real impact is on those
soil organisms that are responsi-
ble for making a lot of our
nutrients available,” Huber
explains. This effect is height-
ened if the soil is manganese-
depleted. Huber also noted
that crop disease has been

linked to glyphosate. The
effect is “as damaging to RR
(Roundup Ready) crops as to
non-RR crops.”

Monsanto Canada
spokesperson Trish Jordan dis-
paraged Huber’s research, say-
ing it was academic, not consis-
tent with what happens in a
real-life situation.

However, many farmers are
switching to identity preserved
(IP) soybeans, said Allan Spicer,
a marketing representative with
Can Grow Crop Solutions. In
addition to added premiums
for IP products, “yield drag” on
Roundup Ready crops and
access to new herbicides are
fueling the switch.
(SOURCE: Better Farming,
Canada) �
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Farmers are worried about
weed management, while Mon-
santo detractors such as the
Center for Food Safety say
they’ve seen it coming. “We’ve
been telling USDA for several
years now that they have to
regulate the herbicide-tolerant
crop systems that are driving
the evolution and spread of
these noxious weeds,” said Bill
Freese, science policy analyst
for the Center.

Five kochia weed (“fire-
weed”) areas in western Kansas
are officially resistant; kochia is
common in the western US and
Canada.

Palmer pigweed, prevalent
in mid-South farms, is also now
resistant to Roundup, which
has been the top-selling herbi-
cide for decades.

“The fear is that [Palmer
pigweed] is going to be on huge
acres of fields this year and I
think it most likely will be,”
said Larry Steckel, a University
of Tennessee weed specialist.
“It’s changed everything.”

An estimated 11 million
acres of farmland is infected
with glyphosate-resistant
weeds.

The weed problem may
increase control costs for grow-

ers, said Kansas State weed sci-
entist Phil Stahlman. He’s
encouraging farmers to use
other herbicides, but these can
cost as much as four times the
price of Roundup.

Resistance to glyphosate has
increased with widespread
planting of Monsanto’s GM
Roundup Ready soybeans, corn
and other crops. While the
crops are genetically altered to
withstand Roundup, its wide
usage has made the weeds
resistant.
(SOURCES: Reuters, The Com-
mercial Appeal) �

Glyphosate
may harm crop
yields, warns
US scientist

A
US soil scientist has pre-
sented research indicating
that the herbicide
glyphosate, used in Mon-

santo’s Roundup Ready crops,
may actually decrease yields and
create nutritional deficiencies in
the soil.

Don Huber, a professor
emeritus from Purdue Universi-
ty, stirred up the crowd at last
month’s Innovative Farmers
Association of Ontario confer-

GLYPHOSATE PROBLEMS

Weed resistance to glyphosate
growing in US

M
ore than 130 types of weeds in the US are
now resistant to glyphosate, the main
ingredient in Monsanto’s Roundup herbi-

cide, and the list is growing.

ence and Technology for
Development (IAASTD). This
internationally peer-reviewed
World Bank and UN report,

which won endorsement from
58 governments, represents the
largest research effort to date
on the history and future of

modern agriculture.
The IAASTD also recom-

mended renewed emphasis on
technologies for improving

yield, reducing external inputs
into agroecosystems, and help-
ing agriculture to improve the
lives of subsistence farmers. �

GMO NEWS
F R O M P A G E 1 9

April 2010 Organic & Non-GMO Report 6: Non-GMO Source Nov04  3/25/10  1:13 PM  Page 20



T H E  O R G A N I C  &  N O N - G M O  R E P O R T  •  2 1

More than 250 family
farmers and consumers ral-
lied prior to the meeting,
calling on the US govern-
ment to “bust up big ag.” 

“This monopolistic system
is rigged against family farm-
ers,” said George Naylor, an
Iowa corn and soybean
farmer.

Many farmers and admin-
istration officials are hoping
for strong action from the
Obama administration. “If we
can’t get justice from the
Department of Justice, where
are we going to get it?” asked
Garry Klicker, a Bloomfield,
Iowa farmer. 

Dakota Resource Council
member Todd Leake added,
“If anything belongs in the
public domain it is the crops
we grow for food. They claim
that they own them. That is
not right.” 

Holder, addressing more
than 700 farmers, ranchers,
consumers, and antitrust
attorneys, said, “…big can be
bad if the power that comes
with it is misused.”

Vilsack spoke of the “sur-
vival of rural America” being
threatened due to decline in
the number of farmers and
ranchers in the last 25 years. 

Though she didn’t men-
tion Monsanto by name
Christine Varney, who heads
the Justice Department's
Antitrust Division, received
large applause when she said,
“We will look very closely at
any attempt to maintain or
extend a monopoly through
the misuse of patent laws.”

The American Antitrust
Institute has compared the
company’s dominance of the
GM seed trait market to
Microsoft’s consolidation of
PC operating systems. 
(SOURCES: Reuters, The Associ-
ated Press, St. Louis Post-Dis-
patch, The Des Moines Register,
St. Louis Business Journal) �

Monsanto
under investi-
gation by
seven US
states

A
t least seven US state
attorneys general are
investigating whether
Monsanto Company has

abused its market power to lock
out competitors and raise
prices on seed. Iowa, Illinois,
Ohio, Texas, Virginia, and two
other unidentified states are in
a working group to investigate
the biotech giant. 

The states are probing
whether Monsanto violated
laws by offering rebates to seed
distributors for excluding rival
seeds, imposing limits on com-
bining the product with other
genetic modifications, or offer-
ing cash incentives to switch
farmers to more expensive gen-
eration of seed varieties. 

The state investigations add
to pressure on Monsanto. The
US Justice Department is
investigating the company’s
marketing practices, and
DuPont Company has accused
Monsanto of anti-competitive
practices in licensing litigation. 

Daniel Sokol, a law profes-
sor at the University of Florida
and expert on antitrust matters,
told Bloomberg News that a
state-level investigation on top
of the federal probe “can
lengthen the lawsuit and
potential settlements and can
increase uncertainty and costs
for Monsanto.”
(SOURCE: Bloomberg News) �

EU approves
GM potato

A
mid responses of shock
and outrage by Euro-
pean Union countries
and Green campaigners,

the EU has approved a genet-
ically modified crop, Amflora

potato, the first GM crop
approved for cultivation in
the EU in 12 years. 

The potato, developed by
German chemical company
BASF, will be used exclusively
for industrial (paper or textile
production) and feed applica-
tions.

John Dalli, EU’s new health
commissioner, commented,
“All scientific issues, particular-
ly those concerning safety, had
been fully addressed. Any delay
would have simply been unjus-
tified.”

Spokeswoman for Friends
of the Earth Europe, Heike
Moldenhauer, said the approval
“puts profits before people.”
Huben Weiger, the president
of the German branch of
Friends of the Earth, sees the
decision as “a political genu-
flection towards BASF.” 

Austria and Italy reacted
quickly, Austria immediately
banning the potatoes, and Italy
pledging to “continue to
defend and safeguard tradition-
al agriculture and citizens’
health.” 

Part of the concern is the
use of antibiotic-resistant genes
in the Amflora potato, which
could create health problems in
humans and animals. 
(SOURCES: New York Times, Der
Spiegel (Germany), Radio France
Internationale, Teatro Naturale
(Italy), Times of Malta) �

GM pigs com-
ing to dinner

I
f Canadians are wondering
what’s for dinner, the
answer may soon be “Envi-
ropig stew.” Government

officials are close to approv-
ing genetically modified
(GM) pigs for human con-
sumption—applications have
been sent to Health Canada
and the USDA, among oth-
ers.

Developed by researchers

at the University of Guelph,
Ontario, the Yorkshire pigs
have been modified with
mice genes to reduce the
amount of phosphorus pro-
duced in their waste.

The Enviropig is the first
instance of a GM animal
developed as a solution to an
environmental problem—in
this case, surface and
groundwater phosphorus
pollution near industrial hog
facilities. The new pig pro-
duces 30% -70% less phos-
phorus in its manure.

Lucy Sharratt of the
Canadian Biotechnology
Action Network questions
Health Canada’s ability to
assess safety and decries the
use of public money to devel-
op GM products “without a
mandate from the public.”

Cathy Holtslander, with
Saskatchewan-based Beyond
Factory Farming, says
reducing the pig concentra-
tion in hog confinements
would be a safer way to solve
the phosphorus problem. 

“The problem isn’t with
the pigs,” she said. “The
problem …has to do with the
whole industrialization scale
that has been developed to
raise hogs.”
(Sources: UPI, Epoch Times) �

Lawsuit filed
to bar GM
crops from
National
Wildlife
Refuge

A
lawsuit filed recently in
federal court against the
U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service hopes to uproot

genetically modified crops
from its Bombay Hook
National Wildlife Refuge in
Delaware. As many as 80
other national wildlife
refuges across the country

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 �
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now growing GM crops are
vulnerable to similar suits.

Filed on behalf of
Delaware Audubon Society,
Public Employees for Envi-
ronmental Responsibility
(PEER) and the Center for
Food Safety, the suit charges
that the Fish & Wildlife
Service illegally allowed hun-
dreds of acres to be plowed
over without the required
environmental review.

In March 2009, the same
groups won a similar lawsuit
against GM plantings on
Prime Hook National
Wildlife Refuge, which has
been incorporated into Bom-
bay Hook. A letter written by
environmental groups to
Interior Secretary Ken
Salazar in August 2009, ask-
ing for a moratorium on all
GM crop cultivation in
National Wildlife Refuges,
received no response. 

Although refuges have
allowed farming for decades
to help prepare seed beds for
native grasslands and provide
food for migratory birds, in
recent years refuge farming
has been converted to GM
crops because that is the only
seed farmers can obtain. �

Bulgaria pass-
es law ban-
ning GMOs

B
ulgaria’s parliament
voted in March to tight-
en a law that effectively
bans cultivation of

genetically modified crops in
response to public fears. 

“There will be no field on
the country’s territory where
GMOs can be cultivated,”
said Kostadin Yazov of the
ruling center-right GERB
parliamentary group.

The new law bans GMO
cultivation in protected
nature areas and large buffer

zones around those areas and
fields with organic crops,
which effectively means sci-
entific experiments and com-
mercial cultivation will be
impossible in the Balkan
country.

The amendments also for-
bid growing crops approved
by the European Commis-
sion such as the genetically
modified potato Amflora,
developed by German chem-
ical maker BASF, and three
genetically modified maize
types, made by Monsanto.

Non-governmental organ-
izations, farmers, and citizens
said they were happy with
the new law.

A recent survey by Bulgar-
ia’s National Center for
Study of Public Opinion
showed that 97% of Bulgari-
ans supported a complete ban
on GMOs.
(SOURCES: Reuters, Novinite) �

Switzerland
extends GM
moratorium to
2013

A
ban on the use of geneti-
cally modified plants and
animals in Switzerland,
due to expire in Novem-

ber 2010, has been extended
for three more years.

The initial ban, voted on
by a majority of Swiss citi-
zens in 2005, called on
research to be done on the
risks and potential benefits of
GM crops. Field trials on
mildew-resistant GM wheat
were allowed at two loca-
tions, after extensive debate. 

Results of the research
exploring GM risk are due in
mid-2012, so the Scientific
Commission of the Swiss
National Assembly voted for
an extension on the morato-
rium until 2013. 
(SOURCE: GMO Compass) �

Agricor will diversify and
complement Grain Millers’
existing product lines while
expanding Grain Millers’ geo-
graphic footprint and distribu-
tion capabilities further east.
Grain Millers has worked with
Agricor since 1995 as part of a
shared organic corn program.
Steve Eilertson, president of
Grain Millers, stated that
“Agricor will provide us with a
platform to enhance our exist-
ing customer and supplier rela-
tionships, enable our physical
capacity to grow across multi-
ple business lines, and provide
an entry point for Grain
Millers into new markets and
territories.” �

IOIA to offer
organic
inspector
trainings

T
he Independent Organic
Inspectors Association
(IOIA) will offer Organic
Crop Inspection Training,

May 18-22, and Organic Pro-
cessing Inspection Training,
May 24-28, at the Hampton
Inn, Frankfort, Kentucky. 

Each course includes 4 days
of instruction including a field
trip to a certified organic oper-
ation, plus ½ day for testing.
Day 5 will end with presenta-
tions from certification agen-
cies, which provide in-person
connections with certifiers for

inspectors seeking to become
approved inspectors. The Pro-
cessing training includes a
preparatory webinar on food
processing. These trainings are
provided with the support of
Kentucky Department of Agri-
culture’s organic certification
program.

For more information,
please phone/fax: (406) 436-
2031, or email: ioia@ioia.net. �

SK Food clears
confusion
over company
with similar
name

S
K Food International, a
privately-owned corpora-
tion located in Fargo,
North Dakota, wishes to

clear any confusion regarding
association with the former SK
Foods, Inc., a separate corpora-
tion previously headquartered
in Monterey, California. This
comes in light of recent addi-
tional legal issues involving SK
Foods, Inc. 

David Skyberg, SK Food
International President explains,
“As we have stated in the past, it
is understandable within our
industry where our companies
might be mistakenly affiliated,
however we are hopeful that the
fact SK Foods, Inc. is no longer
in existence will help to alleviate
any future confusion between
the two companies.” �

Grain Millers acquires dry corn
milling firm Agricor 

G
rain Millers, Inc. has acquired the shares of
Agricor, Inc., a dry corn milling company
located in Marion, Indiana. Agricor is a man-

ufacturer of yellow corn grits, cornmeal and corn
flour with a growing presence in the certified
organic and non-GMO corn product markets. 
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Subscribe to The Organic & Non-GMO Report

Complete this form and mail to
PO Box 436, Fairfield, IA 52556
or fax to 1-641-209-3426.

NAME:

TITLE:

COMPANY/ORGANIZATION:

STREET ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE:

COUNTRY:

ZIP/POSTAL CODE: 

PHONE:

FAX:

EMAIL:

Yearly Subscription Rates:

� $115 Corporate

� $59 Individuals (farmers, university faculty and students)

Method of Payment: 
� Check Enclosed
� Send Invoice
Charge my credit card
� MasterCard � Visa � AmEx

Please print:
� NAME ON CARD:

� CARD NO:

� EXPIRATION DATE:

� SIGNATURE

Make checks payable to:
The Organic & Non-GMO Report
PO Box 436 
Fairfield, IA 52556

Outside the U.S. 

� Canada and Mexico:
Add $12 to cover mailing costs.

� Other countries:
Add $24 to cover mailing costs.

For immediate service
Call: 1-800-854-0586 
Email: ken@non-gmoreport.com

�Yes,
I want to
receive

10 monthly issues of The
Organic & Non-GMO
Report for $115 ($59 for
qualifying individuals). I
will also receive a free
reference: The 2010
Non-GMO Sourcebook, 
the world’s only “farm to
fork” directory of non-
GMO products.

�

100%
money-back
guarantee

If at any time you are not 
completely satisfied with TheOrgan-
ic & Non-GMO Report simply let us
know. We will cancel your sub-
scription and refund your subscrip-
tion payment in full.
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Change Service Requested




